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1. Thetford Remember 1914 – 1918 
Commemorative events

Thetford and the First World War Exhibition (until 
31st October 2015)

The current exhibition at Ancient House forms part of a town-wide 
commemoration of Thetford’s role in the First World War supported by the 
Heritage Lottery Fund.  The exhibition includes community participation with 
involvement by the teenage history club who worked with volunteer and local 
artist Dan Morgan to make a model trench diorama.  The Museum’s Stitch in 
Time group has created a stitched banner illustrating the story while the 
museum’s knitters created a window display of knitted poppies 

The exhibition runs until the end of October half term 2015.  

In conjunction with the First World War exhibition, there have been talks given 
on Britain’s first official war artist and Thetford soldiers involvement in the 
Gallipoli campaign.  The Museum’s contribution to Heritage Open Days in 
2015 included a performance of songs and stories from the time given by Old 
Bill Busby, also known as museum freelancer Nigel Amies.

Funding for the Thetford Remembers exhibition and project comes from 
Heritage Lottery Fund and from Arts Council England.

2 Forthcoming Displays
2.1 Duleep Singh Gallery

This report provides information on activities at 
Ancient House, Museum of Thetford Life from 
February 2015 to August 2015

If you need this report in large print, audio, Braille, 
alternative format or in a different language please 
contact Oliver Bone on 01842 752599 and we will do 
our best to help



2.1.1 Feasibility 
Feasibility work is being undertaken for making a new display in one of the 
upstairs rooms at Ancient House to make more of the unusual connections 
between the Museum and the Maharajah Duleep Singh and his family, 
especially his son Prince Frederick Duleep Singh.  A number of private 
donations have been received towards this project totally approximately 
£2,500.

2.1.2 Staff visit to Punjab
In association with plans to develop the Duleep Singh Gallery, staff member 
Karen-Emma White went to the cities of Amritsar and Chandigarh in the 
Punjab funded by the ‘Connecting Cultures’ India Travel grant from the British 
Council.   She explored opportunities around the interpretation of the Duleep 
Singh story and connections around textiles work, an area of her expertise.  
Following the publicity given to Karen’s visit a number of additional visits to 
the Museum have been made by people interested in the Duleep Singh story. 
Karen recorded her experience in India on this blog:  
https://ancienthouseindia.wordpress.com/

2.2 Flint Rocks
Work is in hand for the forthcoming Flint Rocks exhibition which opens to the 
public on 21st November.  Flint Rocks covers the geology, social history, 
archaeology, art and craft of flint and will feature unusual aspects of the 
material such as its use to make Wedgwood teapots and production of 
sculpted flint dogs.  

This exhibition is part of the Breaking New Ground programme to conserve 
and interpret the Brecks area of Norfolk and Suffolk.  Breaking New Ground 
receives major funding from the Heritage Lottery Fund.  

2.2.1 Artist in Residence Dan Morgan – focus on flint mining

During  August Ancient House welcomed back Dan 
Morgan for a two week artist in residence project. 
This year Dan focused on flint and flint mining in 
preparation for the forthcoming Flint Rocks 
exhibition.

Speaking about the project Dan said: “During my 
two weeks in this museum, I am planning to create 
a model imagining two flint miners working across 
the millennia. A Neolithic miner, with his antler pick 
and flickering lamp; who is about to come face to 
face with Arthur ‘Pony’ Ashley, the last of the 
Brandon gunflint miners from the earlier 20th 
century.”  Dan’s finished model will feature in the 

exhibition.  Dan’s drawings from last year’s time as Artist in Residence are 
currently on display at the Museum.  

https://ancienthouseindia.wordpress.com/
https://ancienthouseindia.wordpress.com/


2.2.2 Japanese connections – exhibition and visit by teenage group to 
Japan
An element of the Flint Rocks exhibition will be a display comparing local flint 
artefacts with corresponding tools made of obsidian from Japan.  The 
Museum has developed connections with the Obsidian Archaeology Museum 
in Nagawa Japan.  Delegates from Nagawa have visited Thetford and Grimes 
Graves in June and were received by the Thetford Town Council and given 
tours of the town and the prehistoric flint mines at Grimes Graves.

In August, Learning Officer Melissa Hawker took a party of 8 young people 
from the Thetford Teenage history Club to Japan visiting Nagawa for the 
Obsidian Festival and museums in Tokyo and Kiyoto.  This visit was funded 
by the Daiwa and Sasakawa Foundations and received support from the 
Sainsbury Institute for the Study of Japanese Arts and Cultures and the 
Centre for Japanese Studies at the University of East Anglia.

3 Work with Children and Young People

3.1 ‘Teen Take’, a film project in partnership with Kids in Museums 
involving the Museum’s Teenage History Club.

The young people from Thetford’s Teenage History 
Club and King’s Lynn’s Youth Forum have been 
working together with museum learning officers, 
the team from Kids in Museums and professional 
filmmakers to make a new film about museums.  

Funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund Young Roots 
Programme, this partnership project saw visits by 
the teenagers to get their ‘take’ on the Lynn 
Museum and Ancient House, Museum of Thetford 
Life—what works well and what could be 
improved.  

There is more about the project with photos of the 
work on Twitter’s #TEENTAKE.  The premier of the 

film was on 1 September at St Peter’s Church, Thetford.  As well as tips for 
making improvements to the museums, this high profile project has given the 
museum service a professionally made advocacy tool for use in the future.  
DVDs of the film will be distributed free to East of England museums and 
downloadable from Kids in Museums’ and partners’ websites, and on Vimeo. 

3.2 Arts Award work with children and young people
Trinity College, the organisation that administers Arts Award, arranged for 
filming at Ancient House to shoot two new publicity films for the scheme.  The 
filmmakers interviewed two members of the Ancient House’s  Museum Club 



who have been working on Arts Award Explore and two young people who 
were part of the Museum’s first Arts Award cohort.  
As part of Ancient House’s role as an Arts Award Centre of Good Practice, 
Melissa Hawker, Learning Officer, hosted an Arts Award themed 
@museumhour on Twitter. This received plenty of good discussion and 
opportunities to share good practice and spread the word about Arts Award in 
a museum setting. Ancient House has been the only museum site with the 
Arts Award Centre of Good Practice in the country.

3.3 Activities for children and Families
The Museum continues to offer a varied programme of holiday activities for 
members of the public, including craft events and trails.  In addition the 
museum’s after school History Club, Teenage History Club and monthly 
Museum Club continue to be offered.

4 Ancient House and the Media

4.1 Filming at Ancient House for TVs Antiques Road Trip

Ancient House Museum will feature in a forthcoming episode of TV’s popular 
Antiques Road Trip.  James Braxton, presenter 
was filmed interviewing Oliver Bone, Curator 
discussing the story of Maharajah Duleep 
Singh and Prince Frederick.  

The programme will be shown either in the 
Autumn or early New Year.

4.2 Thetford in 100 Artefacts, monthly 
column in Thetford and Brandon Times
Staff at the Ancient House have just started a 
project in partnership with Andrew Fitchett from 
the EDP’s Thetford and Brandon Times to 
write a monthly column. Entitled Thetford in a 

Hundred Artefacts, the pieces will be written by members of the Ancient 
House team and started with an article about the Museum’s biggest artefact, 
the house itself.  The article provides an opportunity to highlight objects from 
the museum collections and to promote forthcoming museum events.

4.3 Online advocacy campaign launched

‘I Love Museums’ is a new campaign led by the National Museum Director’s 
Council (NMDC) to demonstrate the depth of support for UK museums—last 
year alone there were 66.8 million visits to the national and major regional 



museums within NMDC’s membership.

The campaign aims to show funders and policymakers how much museums 
matter by celebrating the public’s support. Staff at the Ancient House Museum 
are actively encouraging visitors to sign up to the campaign. The data 
generated will be valuable at a local level as NMDC will be able to give us the 
total numbers of people signing up in our area.  Museum supporters can 
become involved by sharing ‘#ILoveMuseums because stories on social 
media  following ‘I Love Museums’ on Facebook, Twitter or Instagram. 

5 Other Partnership Work

5.1 Thetford Munzee Trail
The Museum is included in a new Munzee Trail for Thetford, a digital 
scavenger hunt.  Produced by the Norfolk County Council Trails Team, It runs 
through into the Autumn and the Ancient House is offering vouchers as a prize 
for entrants to the competition.

5.2 Thetford Festival
Once again the Ancient House Museum team have been much involved with 
planning and delivering the Thetford Festival.  This year the Thetford Town 
Council played a bigger role and events took place all around the town.  

6 Visitor Numbers  

6.1 Up to date visitor figures will be circulated at the meeting.

7 Resource implications

(a) Finance None
(b) Property None
(c) Staff None
(d) Information Technology None

8 Recommendations:

That the Area Museums Committee notes the report

Originator of report:
Oliver Bone
Curator
Ancient House Museum of Thetford Life
Tel: 01842 752599
e-mail: oliver.bone@norfolk.gov.uk

http://www.facebook.com/ILoveMuseums2015
https://twitter.com/ilovemuseums
https://instagram.com/ilovemuseums
mailto:oliver.bone@norfolk.gov.uk

